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The International Institute of Space Law

Founded in 1960, the International Institute of Space Law (lISL) is an independent non-
governmental organization dedicated to fostering the development of space law. The
membership of the Institute is composed of individuals and institutions from more than forty
countries elected on the basis of their contributions to the field of space law or other social
sciences related to space activities. In addition, prospective membership is open to students
and young professionals with a demonstrated interest in space law.

The purposes and objectives of the IISL include the promotion of further development of
space law and expansion of the rule of law in the exploration and use of outer space for
peaceful purposes, the holding of meetings, colloquia and competitions on juridical and social
science aspects of space activities, the preparation or commissioning of studies and reports,
the publication of books, proceedings, reports and position papers, and the cooperation with
appropriate international organizations and national institutions in the field of space law.

The lISL holds an annual Colloguium at the International Astronautical Congress. During this
Colloguium the Nandasiri Jasentuliyana Keynote lecture takes place, as well as a special
session for Young Scholars. In addition the Institute organizes a variety of conferences on
space law throughout the year in locations all over the world. It publishes an annual volume of
ISL Proceedings with papers and reports of all activities during the year.

Since 1992, the IlISL organizes the annual Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court
Competition. The competition is based on a hypothetical space law case, written by IISL
members, in which more than one hundred student teams from universities in North America,
Europe, Latin America, Asia Pacific and Africa participate. Members of the International Court
of Justice traditionally judge the World Final of the competition, making it unique in the world.

The lISL is an officially recognized observer at sessions of the United Nations Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space, and its Scientific & Technical and Legal Subcommittees.

Further information regarding the lISL can be found at www.iisl.space


http://www.iislweb.space

Officers 2026

President
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Interim Vice-President
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Directors 2026
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Prof. Dr. Peter Martinez (South Africa)

Dr. Martha Mejia-Kaiser (Mexico/ Germany)

Dr. Scarlet O'Donnell (Germany)
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Prof.Dr. Georgios Kyriakopolous (Greece)

Prof. Yun Zhao (Hong Kong, China)

Dr. Masahiko Sato (Japan)

Dr. Bernhard Schmidt-Tedd (Germany)
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Moot Court Committee 2026 - 2027

Chair

Emeritus Prof. Steven Freeland

i

Co-Chair Co-Chair Co-Chair Co-Chair
Leslie . Tennen Esq. Dr. Giines Unuvar Gina Petrovici Melissa K. Force, Esq.
(United States) (Luxembourg) (Germany)

Co-Chair Co-Chair Co-Chair Co-Chair
Alexander Soucek Ruvimbo Samanga Rosanna Hoffmann Masahiko Satoh
(Europe) (Zimbabwe) (Austria) (Japan)



Moot Court Regional Organizers

Nomfuneko Majaja Divya Tyagi Nathan Johnson
(South Africa) (India) (United States)
Regional Organizer Regional Organizer Regional Organizer
Africa Asia-Pacific North America

Safwene El khaira Dorota Jadwiga Englender Jairo Becerra (Colombia)
Regional Organizer Regional Organizer Regional Organizer
E .
Europe Hrope Laura Gamarra (Colombia)

Assistant Regional
Organizer for Latin America



Judge Manfred Lachs

Manfred Lachs was born in 1914 in Poland. He earned a Doctorate of Laws at the Cracow
Jagiellonian University and held several academic positions in Austria and the United Kingdom, and
later entered the world of diplomacy representing Poland.

After the shock of the Second World War, Manfred Lachs acted on behalf of his country at the Paris
Peace Conference in 1946, took part in the Nuremberg tribunal and served as representative of
Poland to the United Nations. Manfred Lachs is the only person in the UN history to have been
elected three times as the Chairman of Committee VI (Legal) of the General Assembly.

Manfred Lachs chaired the Legal Subcommittee of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space and was deeply involved in the debates and drafting of the first multilateral
space treaty, the Outer Space Treaty of 1967.

In 1967, at the age of 53, Manfred Lachs became the youngest elected judge of the International
Court of Justice in The Hague and was re-elected twice for an unprecedented three terms on the
Court. He also presided on the Court from 1973 to 1976.

Judge Lachs was President of the [ISL from 1990 until his death in 1993. He authored many articles
and books, among them ‘The Law of Quter Space: An Experience in Contemporary Law
Making’ (1972), which the lISL re-published in 2010 to celebrate its 50th anniversary.

He may never have imagined that after his death his name would be used, with the permission of his
family, for the space law moot court competition of the IISL and thus be remembered by so many
space law students and other persons involved in the competition.

Judges Manfred Lachs, Stephen M. Schwebel, and Gilbert Guillaume
with Milton “Skip™ Smith (left to right), in the first ISL Moot Court Competition,
Washington, D.C. 1992



The Competition

The Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court Competition is organized annually by the International
Institute of Space Law (IISL).

The first competition was organized for law students from North America by the Association of
US Members of the IISL (AUSMIISL) during the first World Space Congress held in Washington,
D.C., USA in 1992. One year later, the Competition was expanded to include European students.
In 2000, the Asia Pacific Round was added, and the African Region was inaugurated in 2011.
Finally, the Latin America round was added in 2021, bringing the competition to five regions
spanning the entire world.

Preliminary competitions are held between April and June in each region. The winning regional
teams meet in the World Finals, which are held in conjunction with the annual lISL Colloguium on
the Law of Outer Space. The Final Round is traditionally judged by three judges of the
International Court of Justice. This feature makes the Manfred Lachs Moot Court one of the
most prestigious Mmoot court competitions in the world.

The competition is based on a hypothetical space law dispute before the International Court of
Justice. The Problem is written by a Member of the lISL upon invitation by the Moot Court
Committee.

Regional Rounds must comply with the Official Rules for the Competition adopted by the IISL
Board of Directors. Participating teams are required to submit a ‘Memorial as formal written
arguments for both the Applicant State and the Respondent State on the legal issues of the
hypothetical case. Oral Arguments are also held before panels of judges. Based on scores for the
Memorials and Oral Arguments, each Region identifies its winning team. The winning team from
each Region advances to the World Final rounds.

The winning Regional teams may revise their Memorials before they resubmit them for the World
Finals. A panel of judges review and grade the Memorials, and the scores are used to determine
the team pairings for the preliminary and semi-final oral arguments. The semi-final oral arguments
are conducted in closed sessions before three judge panels, and the two winning teams qualify
for the World Final. The expenses of the teams taking part in the World Finals are borne by
Hogan Lovells Cadwalader, DLA Piper, Pilsbury, Greenberg Traurig, the European Centre for
Space Law, Ananth Technologies Private Limited, Allied Law Partners, Kings Stubbs and Kasiva,
National Department of Trade, Industry and Competition of South Africa, NewCraft Space,
Petrawell, NewSpace Systems, Agéncia Espacial Brasileira (AEB), Latin American and Caribbean
space network (RELACA ESPACIO), Universidad Catolica de Colombia, International Italian-Latin
American Organization (lILA), Fundacado de Apoio a Pesquisa do Distrito Federal (fapdf),
Programa Espacial Brasileiro.

The 35th Manfred Lachs Space Law Moot Court Competition will be held in Antalya, Turkey. The
preliminary round held in closed session on October 4, 2026. The Semi-finals conducted in
closed sessions on Tuesday, October 6. The Final takes place on Thursday, October 8, before a
panel of Judges of the International Court of Justice in The Hague.



Summary of the Problem

‘Case Concerning Liability and Responsibility for Space Activities of
Non-Governmental Corporate Actors’

(Inkaton v. Accadia)
Summary of Agreed Statement of Facts

Sargon and Quipu are non-governmental corporate space actors with Sargon being a national of Accadia
and Quipu being a national of Inkaton. Both companies engage in the extraction of abiotic space resources.
Sargon operates its extraction activities in Earth orbit from an orbital platform it owns and operates named
Earth Orbital Station — 1 (EOS -1), while Quipu extracts Helium-3 from an installation it maintains on the
Moon known as Quilla. Sargon’s extraction license was issued by Sabaku and defined an abiotic space
resource as including a deleterious space object and/or any space object in situ in space, which includes the
Moon and other celestial bodies, that is not subject to navigation and control and is not classified as a
heritage or historical artifact by the United Nations. Sargon uses two spacecraft named, Dragnet and Dragon,
for its extraction activities, and to transport people and/or cargo to any point in Cislunar space.

Quipu perfected stealth technology for space objects and placed a stealth satellite in Low Earth Orbit, but
subsequently lost navigation and control over the satellite. Sargon became aware of this circumstance and
determined the satelite posed a danger and hazard to other actors using LEO. After being denied
authorization by Quipu, Sargon unilaterally removed the satellite without prior notice to anyone and
transported it to EOS-1. Sargon notified Quipu of the removal and requested payment for the cost and
expense associated with the extraction. Quipu disputed Sargon’s right to remove the satellite from orbit and
any entitlement to payment. Sargon obtained title to the satellite by an in rem proceeding in Sabaku.

After acquiring title, Sargon used EOS-1's facilities to refurbish the space object which it renamed Transat
and placed on Dragnet for placement in Low Lunar Orbit. Upon reaching lunar orbit but prior to deploying the
space object, a freak solar proton storm passed the Moon damaging Dragnet, which had a forced landing
outside of Quilla’s safety zone. Prior to the impact, Dragnet ejected its payload which crashed into Quilla’s
installation destroying a separate regolith structure, extraction equipment, and 2 kilograms of extracted
Helium-3. Quilla personnel rescued and provided medical attention to the Dragnet crew, all of whom survived.
After transporting the Dragon crew to Quilla for medical attention, Quilla personnel returned to the Dragnet
crash site and salvaged and/or extracted proprietary technology and equipment from Dragnet.

Sargon and Quipu sought compensation from each other but could not settle their dispute and requested the
country of their respective nationality to seek diplomatic consultation. Accadia, on behalf of Sargon, made a
diplomatic request for consultation with Inkaton three hundred forty (340) Earth solar days after Sargon
learned of Quipu’s removal of technology and equipment from Dragnet. Inkaton, on behalf of Quipu, made a
diplomatic request for consultation with Accadia three hundred sixty-four (364) Earth solar days after the
Transat crash. The diplomatic consultations failed to resolve any claims, and the dispute was submitted to the
International Court of Justice by agreement of the parties.

Problem written by George Anthony Long



Participants in the Regional Rounds

Africa:

The African Regional Finals were held 22-23 May 2025 among 10 teams:

Strathmore University, Kenya

Midlands State University, Zimbabwe

Cavendish University, Uganda

Kampala International University, Uganda

Fort Hare University, South Africa

North West University, South Africa

Africa Nazarene University School of Law, Kenya
University of Zimbabwe, Zimbabwe

Obafemi Awolowo University, Nigeria

Ambrose Alli University, Nigeria

Europe:

The European Regional Finals were held at ESA HQ in Paris on 1-3 April 2025 among 15 teams:

University of Vienna, Austria

University of Cologne, Germany

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece
Széchenyi Istvan University

Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan
Jagiellonian University, Poland

Université Paris-Saclay, France

Leuphana University Liineburg, Germany
Masaryk University, Czechia

University of Luxembourg, Luxembourg
Tilburg University, Netherlands

King's College London, United Kingdom
Leiden University, Netherlands

Lazarski University, Poland

Sofia University St. Kliment Ohridski, Bulgaria




Participants in the Regional Rounds
Asia-Pacific

The Asia-Pacific Finals were held 10-12 April 2025 at Gujarat National Law University among
37 teams:

National Law School of India University, Bengaluru, India
West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences, India
Symbiosis Law School, Pune, India

Jindal Global Law School, India

Symbiosis Law School, Hyderabad, India

National Law University Delni, India

National University of Advanced Legal Studies, India
Waseda University, Japan

China University of Political Science and Law, China
Gujarat National Law University, India

Beijing University of Aeronautics and Astronautics, China
Institute of Law, Nirma University, India

CMRU School of Legal Studies, India

Singapore Management University, Singapore

Peking University School of Transnational Law, China
National Law University Odisha, India

Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur, India

CHRIST (Deemed to be University), Central Campus, Bangalore, India
National Law Institute University, Bhopal, India

National University of Singapore, Singapore

Dr. Ram Manohar Lohiya National Law University, Lucknow, India
Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, China

East China University of Political Science and Law
Damodaram Sanijivayya National Law University, India
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Japan

Beijing Institute of Technology, China

ILS Law College Pune, India

National Law University, Jodhpur, India

Wuhan University, China

Civil Aviation University of China, China

India International University for Legal Education and Research, India




Participants in the Regional Rounds

Asia-Pacific (continued)

Maharashtra National Law University, Nagpur, India
Maharashtra National Law University, Mumbai, India
Government Law College, Ernakulam, India

Tamil Nadu National Law University, India

NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad, India

North America:

The North American Regional Finals were held March 27-28, 2025, in Washington DC among 19
teams:

Appalachian School of Law

Florida State University College of Law

George Washington University

Georgetown Law

Harvard Law School

Louisiana State University Paul M. Hebert Law Center
McGill University

Nebraska Law

New York University School of Law

Regent University School of Law

South Texas College of Law Houston

The University of Texas School of Law (Austin)
University of Chicago

University of Colorado Law School

University of Mississippi

University of Ottawa

University of Virginia School of Law

Washburn University School of Law

Wiliam & Mary Law School

Latin America:

The Latin American Regional Finals were held at Universidad Catolica de Colombia in Bogota
on14-15 May 2025 among 4 teams:

Universidad de Buenos Aires, Argentina
Universidad Federal de Pernambuco, Brasil
Universidad Catdlica de Santos, Brasil
Universidad Catdlica de Colombia, Colombia
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2026 Winners of the Regional Rounds

Africa:

Strathmore University (Kenya)
Megan Wanijiru Njuguna
Michelle Akinyi Kombo

Nigel Chipinde Akilimali

Paul Martin Konyango (Coach)
Elvis Lokuyu Cosmos (Coach)

25-27 May 2026 in Pretoria

2026 Africa Winning Team
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2026 Winners of the Regional Rounds

Asia Pacific:

National School of India University, Bengaluru

Shreya Rajesh
Nikhilesh Mukher jee
Anandita Pande

Jai Chander Brunner (Faculty Advisor)

2-4 April 2026 at Gujarat, Gandhinagar
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2026 Asia-Pacific Winning Team
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2026 Winners of the Regional Rounds

Europe:

Utrecht University

Julia van Reenen

Olga Makin

Manrique Naranjo Chavarria

Cedric MJ Ryngaert (Faculty Advisor)
Berfin Deniz Cabuk (Coach)

8-10 April 2026 in Poland

2026 European Winning Team
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2026 Winners of the Regional Rounds

Latin America:

Universidade Federal do Para (UFPA) - Brazil
Giovanna Reis Miranda
Livia Ribeiro de Azevedo

Antony Davi Costa de Sena

Mariana Monteiro de Matos (Coach)
Rodrigo Sergio Flores Gomes (Coach)

20-21 May 2026 in Brasilia

2026 Latin America Winning Team
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2026 Winners of the Regional Rounds

North America:

New York University School of Law

Shelby Hobohm
Abby Happ
Morgan Smith

Benedict Kingsbury (Vice Dean/Professor)
Denis McGrath (Student Coach)

26-27 March 2026 in Washington, DC.
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2026 North American Winning Team
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Judges for the World Finals

Judges for the Final

H.E. Judge Dire Tladi, (South Africa), International Court of Justice
H.E. Judge Peter Tomka, (Slovakia), International Court of Justice

H.E. Judge Bogdan-Lucian Aurescu, (Romania), International Court of Justice

Judge Dire Tladi Judge Peter Tomka Judge Bogdan-Lucian
Aurescu

World Final 2003, Bremen, Germany
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Judges for Preliminary Oral Pleadings

4 QOctober, 2026

Donna Lawler
Ranjana Kaul

Kaja Hopej

Judges for Semifinals

For Oral Pleadings
6 October, 2026

George Kyriakopoulos
Gunes Unuvar
George Anthony Long
Martin Reynders

Chris Johnson

Frans von der Dunk

Judges for Memorials:

Dr Joel Lisk

Dr Bin Li

Ranjana Kaul

Zuzanna Kulinska-Kepa
Taufik Nugraha

Prof Guoyu Wang
George Anthony Long
Kaja Hopej

James Minchinton

Dr Stacey Henderson
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’ World Final Schedule
Thursday, October 8, 2026

2:55 p.m. All guests will be seated by 2:55 p.m.
3:00 p.m. Introductions and summary of the problem will be read
3:15 p.m. Oral arguments will commence

Upon conclusion of the pleadings, the ICJ judges will retire to deliberate while refreshments
shall be served to attendees.

5:15 p.m. Announcement of winners, award ceremony, and photos

ISL Annual Dinner
Thursday, October 8, 2026

Cornelia Diamond Hotel

Address: iskele Mevkii, Turizn Cd. No: 2/A, 07506

Serik/Antalya, Turkiye

7:00 p.m. Arrival and welcome drinks
7:30 p.m. Seating; ISL Annual Awards Welcome Address, followed by Dinner

8:30 p.m. Recognition of Award Winners will begin during dessert and drinks, and all teams will be

honored by the IISL. Students on each team receive free tickets to the dinner.

8:45 p.m. Drinks, tea and coffee

20



Awards for World Finals

Winning Team

Presentation of Lachs Trophy
Lee Love Award for Best Team
Commemorative Plague to school
Certificates to team members

Best Memorials

Eilene M. Galloway Award for Best Memorials
Commemorative Plague to school

Certificates to team members

Best Oralist

Sterns and Tennen Award for Best Oralist
Commemorative Plague

Certificate to Winner

Runner-up
Commemorative Plague to school
Certificates to team members

Participants in Semifinals
Commemorative Plague to school
Certificates to team members

Preliminary Round Participant
Commemorative plaque to school
Certificates to team members




AWARDS

MRS. LEE M. LOVE was a pioneer in reporting on United Nations’ efforts to ensure the peaceful
uses of outer space for over 40 years. She wrote about the United Nations Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS) from its early days. Her personal relations were so
close with committee members that she became one of the very few people who was able to
host receptions with delegates from both the United Sates and the former Soviet Union in informal
settings to promote understanding during the Cold War years. By the time she left the U.N., Lee
had covered man’s flights into space and the moon and reported on arguments over who owned
the rights to outer space, seas and satelite orbits. She attended the annual International
Astronautical Congress all over the world and was member of the International Institute of Space
Law. The Lee Love Award for members of the winning team in the Manfred Lachs space law
moot court competition, which she supported and attended each year with immense pleasure and
interest, was established in her honour by her family and is sponsored by the Matthew and Lee
Love Foundation. She passed away in 2008.

DR. EILENE M. GALLOWAY (1906-2009) was a legend in the fields of space policy and space
law, having been instrumental in the formation of the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA). From 1941-1975, she worked for the U.S. Congress as a staff
member of the Legislative Reference Service (later the Congressional Research Service) and was
called upon by then-Senate Majority Leader Lyndon B. Johnson to advise him on how to respond
to the Soviet Union’s launch of Sputnik 1 on October 4, 1957. She assisted Senator Johnson as
well as then-Speaker of the House John McCormack in crafting the National Aeronautics and
Space Act, which created NASA. She accompanied Senator Johnson to the United Nations when
he represented the United States in recommending creation of what is now known as the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUQOS). She was an official observer at
COPUOS from 1970-1994. She was a founding member of the IlISL, its Vice President
(1967-1979), and an Honorary Director (1979-2009). She also helped establish Section 4
(Social Sciences) of the International Academy of Astronautics (IAA). She received many
awards, but was especially proud of the Andrew G. Haley Gold medal that she received from the
ISL in 1968. The Galloway Award is sponsored by Ms. Marcia S. Smith.

PATRICIA M. STERNS & LESLIE I. TENNEN. In 1997, five years after the competition started,
Patricia Sterns and Les Tennen of the Law Offices of Sterns and Tennen, in Phoenix, Arizona,
proposed that an award be presented to the best oralist of the World Final. The Board of Directors
accepted this proposal, together with their offer to sponsor the award, which has since become
eponymous. Patricia and Les have been active members of the Institute and have participated in
ISL colloguia for four decades. Patricia served as a Judge Pro Tem of the Maricopa County
Superior Court, and after serving as a member of the Board, was elected as an Honorary Director
of the IISL. Les currently serves as Co-Chair of the Moot Court Committee and as Legal Counsel
for the International Academy of Astronautics. He was appointed to two terms as a
Commissioner on the Arizona Space Commission, and is a former member of the Board of
Directors of the IISL. Patricia passed away in 2018. She is sorely missed.
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THE MANFRED LACHS TROPHY

On permanent display, International Court of Justice

The Hague, The Netherlands
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CONTACT DETAILS

REGIONAL ROUNDS

AFRICA:
LACHSMOOT-AFRICA@)IISLWEB.SPACE

ASIA PACIFIC:
LACHSMOOT- ASIAPACIFIC@IISLWEB. SPACE

EUROPE:
LACHSMOOT-EUROPE@IISLWEB.SPACE

ADDRESSES

NORTH AMERICA:
LACHSMOOT-NORTHAMERICA@IISLWEB. SPACE

LATIN AMERICA :
LACHSMOOT-LATINAMERICA@IISLWEB.SPACE

76th INTERNATIONAL ASTRONAUTICAL CONGRESS (IAC) Turkey 2026:

5 October - 9 October 2026

Address: Nest Congress and Exhibition Center, Belek Mahallesi, 07506 Serik, Antalya -

Turkiye

ISL DINNER:

Venue: Cornelia Diamond Hotel

Address: iskele Mevkii, Turizm Cd. No: 2/A, 07506 SerikAntalya, Turkiye

8 October 2026

World Final 2007
Hyderabad, India
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Sponsors of Regional Competitions

North America -  Host Sponsor-Hogan Lovells Cadwalader, Book Sponsors-Edward Elgar
Publishing, Brill, Dinner Sponsor-DLA Piper, Additional Sponsorship-Pillsbury,
Travel Sponsor -Greenberg Traurig

Europe - The European Centre for Space Law

Asia-Pacific - Ananth Technologies Private Limited, Alied Law Partners, Kings Stubbs and
Kasiva

Africa — National Department of Trade, Industry and Competition of South Africa,

NewCraft Aerospace, Petrawel, NewSpace Systems

Latin America - Agéncia Espacial Brasileira (AEB), Latin American and Caribbean space
network (RELACA ESPACIO), Universidad Catolica de Colombia, International
ltalian-Latin American Organization (lILA), Fundacdo de Apoio & Pesquisa do
Distrito Federal (fapdf), Programa Espacial Brasileiro

North America Team:
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Further Reading

. DTl SOUTH AFRICA . INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF SPACE LAW (lISL) :
WWW.DTI.GOV.ZA WWW. ISLWEB.SPACE

. EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR SPACE LAW (ECSL): . JAPAN AEROSPACE EXPLORATION AGENCY (JAXA):
WWW.ESA.INT/SPECIALS/ECL WWW. JAXA. JP

. EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY (ESA): . MANFRED LACHS SPACE LAW MoOOT COURT:
HTTP://WWW.ESA.INT/ESA WWW.MOOTCOURT.IISLWEB.SPACE

. INTERNATIONAL ASTRONAUTICAL FEDERATION: . NASA
WWW.IAFASTRO.ORG WWW.NASA.GOV

. INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE: . SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL SPACE AGENCY
WWW.ICJ-CIJ.ORG WWW.SANSA.ORG.ZA

. KONRAD ADENAUER FOUNDATION
WWW.KAS.DE

ﬁ LACHS MOOT: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ SPACEMOOT
LACHS MOOT: TWITTER.COM/SPACELAWMOOT
lISL: WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/ SPACELAW

[ISL: LINKEDIN
[ISL: HTTPS://TWITTER.COM/IISL SPACE



https://www.facebook.com/spacemoot
https://twitter.com/SpaceLawMoot
https://www.facebook.com/spacelaw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/international-institute-of-space-law-iisl-/
https://twitter.com/iisl_space
http://www.iislweb.space
http://www.mootcourt.iislweb.space
http://www.nasa.gov
http://www.sansa.org.za
http://www.kas.de
http://www.esa.int/esa

